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that most rare and famous captaine and navigator, John Vames1,
where, by his good counsaile in times of extremities and valiant
corage in all times of service, hee gayned by curtesie the sole
love and generall likeing of all the companie.
All which good partes, conjoyning in this woorth[y] gentle-
man, mooved the generall, with consent of his freinds and com-
pheres, to elect him for their principall leader for their land
service; as one whose skill and moste woorthy resolution they
wholely (under God) relyed uppon; which was every way
answerable to what they expected, so that therein they were not
deceived at all, as his great care in perfourming that charge
[which] was unto him committed did manifest. For what many
men accounted great paine and moste troublesome labour hee
held and esteemed as meere pleasure; such diligent care he had
in keeping on shore such vigilaunt watch and warde, bothe for
his companies securit[i]e as his owne, as was necessary and most
convenient to be used in a place of such daunger; besides his
hard labour in buylding three baracadoes, where he framed3 his
hands, which in such labours had [not?] beene usually ac-
coustomed, to toyle and take paine, whereby he might drawe on
others, and the better to encorage them to their busines and
careful industrie; ever and in everie attem[p]t showing both
valour and resolution in his actions as [i]s well seene at the
supprizing of their enemies first begunne forte; where giving a
most couragious onset, [he] put them from their woorke and
supprizing [sic] their ordinaunce, and with no small honor most
valiantly brought it unto their forte.
This woorthy and most valiant gentleman, as hee was forward
to acomplish those actions which to such valiant and resolute
exploites belonged, so was he unto his followers, as well of
resolute assaults as of carefull industrie, a spectacle3 in his
enterprises, never daunted or receiving foyle, untill the fatall
time of his death, which honorably he received. Thus showing
himself a most woorthy leader and faithfull subject to his prince
and cuntrey; leading his companies to this venterous and rare
1 Davis is intended. He and Cotton were great friends, and were together
in Cavendish's last voyage.
a An old sense of * frame' is 'to adapt.'
3 In the obsolete sense of * example.*